Several years ago Kai Bird was here and I was able to help him with the book he then 
was beginning to research on “ohn 2. McCloy. Then and since I wondered what there was 
about McCloy that prompted his interest in the biography. McCloy had a long and largely 
public career not infrequently involved in supporting officildom on controversial mat- 
ters or being part of them, as in being one of the seven Members of the Warren '■'omission. 

x guess he could also be regarded as a Jong-time spook. 

->-t <«is through -he Lation and I think through Victor ITavasky and his knowledge of mv 
work that Bird learned of me and came here. Of course I’ll be interested in the book and 
hope what j- gave him and told him about was useful in it. 

In the a utached article tiiat reminded me of Bird after all these years he seems to 
me to be trying not to bea partisan but 1 believe he is, particularly at two points. 

vlhai he refers to King Hussein’s destruction of those her eefers to only as "Pales- 
tinians is close to unfair and dishonest, 1 think. Bird does not say that it was the PLO 
and that the PLO at that time was trying to take Jofdan over by military means. When Hussein 
J&|d little choice he used his army against Arafat’s. 

When he says that violence takes on a life of its own. he leaves <tt hanging. 

Except as generality he does not give it any meaning or context and does not try to. 

Perhaps wrongly, perhaps unfairly I think these two treatments reflect an unspoken 
partisanship and that he supports the PLO. 

J. am pretty sure that Bird made copies of the unpublished Warren Oomnkssion executive 
session transcripts and wPlh my books in which I published them. Some of the things McCloy 
said, expecting perpetual secrecy, are in themselves interesting. 1 will be interested in 
seeing i t Bird uses them and if he does if he can relate them and their meaning to McCloy’ s 
earlier careers. do mean the plural. 



